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GermanySaysIt UncoveredHugeChildPornographyRing
.,py RICHARD BERNSTEIN

-J.BERLIN, Sept. 26 — Law enforce
ment officials in Germany said today
that an international police investi
gation had uncovered an immense
child pornography ring involving
some 26,500 suspects who swapped

countries.

-r«About 1,500 police officers
searched more ^an 500 homes
throughout Germany this week, seiz
ingscomputers, videotapes, compact
discs and diskettes, the officials said.
The Germans have also supplied oth
er'Countries with information on
child pomography suspects, includ
ing about 800 people in the United
Sfat^s, the officials said.

"One of the biggest intemationally
active networks has been smashed,"
^i^'Curt Becker, the justice minis-
ibr 'for the eastem German state of
Sefxony-Anhalt.
Ii'iJThe 'state's Interior and Justice
Ministries said in a statement that

raids carried out this week fol
lowed an investigation of several
mbnths involving cooperation with
Ihterpol and police forces of other
countries.

Rfchard Beer, a spokesman for the

state crime office of Saxony-Anhalt,
said a teeun of F.B.L investigators
had come to the state capital, Magde
burg, in May and were briefed on the
investigation by the German police.

In Switzerland, a spokesman for
the federed police said^ateightpeo-

4lozens^f^aFrest&4were4ikely 4o fol
low. There wa« ho information on

in

othercountries.—

Mr. Beer said the investigation
stemmed from a case in Magdeburg
more than a year ago, in which the
police raided the home of a man
suspected of having started several
Internet groups that .swapped child
pornography images.

"We started our investigation of
the child pom ring last year in Au
gust and soon reeilized that it was a
big thing," Mr. Beer said. "By now
we know that this is the biggest case
of child pornography we have ever
disclosed in Germany."

The police obtained some 38,000 e-
mail addresses and thousands of ille
gal images when a court in the east-
em German city of Halle required an
Internet service provider to tum
over material on 1,000 suspects.

Agence France-Presse reported.
"According to the information we

now have, many of the suspects are
extremely dangerous pedophiles and
are from edlwalks of life," the Interi
or and Justice Ministries statement
said.

covered 38 Internet groups that
swapp^ child pomography images.
The pohce said they confiscat^~745"
computers, 5,800 videotapes, 35,500
CD-ROM's and 8,300 diskettes.

Among those suspected of possess
ing or exchanging child pornography
are police officials and "many teach
ers and educators," said Jtirgen Kon-
rad, the attorney general of Saxony-
Anhalt.

In Germany, distributing child
pomography carries a prison term
of three months to five years, while
possessing it carries a maximum
one-year penalty. In contrast to the
United States, where depictions of
sexual acts by anyone under 18 is
considered child pomography, in
Germany, the age is 14.

The announcement by the German
police today was reminiscent of a
case two years ago in the United
States in which federal authorities

carried out searches in 37 states af
ter a Texas company, Landslide Pro
ductions, was found to offer custom
ers access to foreign Web sites show
ing children performing sexual acts
with adults or other children. The
police said that 100 people were ar-

At^e time of that announcement,
Kenneth Weaver, the chief postal in
spector,saidlhatTjanidsliao^^^
np ot tne iceoerg" in a growing mar-
ket for child pornography on ^e In-
temet, a statement that was echoed
by German authorities today.

"The market for child pomogra
phy is growing, and in today's net
worked world, perpetrators attempt
to use the new possibilities for their
criminal aims," said Klaus-Jtirgen
Jeziorsky, the interior minister of
Saxony-Anhalt.

1,000 Arrests in U.S.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 26 (Reuters)
— The United States govemment has
arrested more than 1,000child preda
tors and sex offenders since July,
Michael Garcia, director of Immi
gration and Customs Enforcement,
said today.


